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To the Most Reverend Clergy, Venerable Monastics, and
Devout Faithful of the Holy Orthodox Churches in the Americas:

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Each year on the Sunday before Thanksgiving, the Orthodox faithful in the United States come together to
give thanks to God for all his blessings, and for the privilege of serving the least of our brethren. The
Assembly of Bishops has called this Sunday A Day of Sharing, for the message IOCC brings is one of sharing
God’s good gifts to us, reiterating Christ’s call to serve Him by loving and serving one another.

As the official humanitarian agency of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States
of America, International Orthodox Christian Charities, or IOCC, is our vehicle to extend to others the
great mercy that Christ has shown us. Since its creation in 1992, IOCC has served people around the world
struggling in the face of war, famine, natural disaster, and economic hardship so that they may have the
means to live with dignity, respect, and hope. 

In 2017, IOCC’s 25th anniversary year, IOCC has extended that hope to many around the world. IOCC has
helped Syrian refugees throughout Greece, Jordan, Lebanon, Romania, and Serbia, as well as those Syrians
displaced in their own country, by providing food, water, shelter, and medicine. IOCC has offered economic
opportunity to farmers in northern Greece grappling with the ongoing financial crisis, and trained healthcare
workers in Ethiopia so that they can customize wheelchairs for people with disabilities. IOCC has helped to
reconstruct storm-damaged schools in Haiti; rebuilt homes destroyed by natural disasters here in the United
States; and offered emotional and spiritual care after Hurricanes Harvey and Irma. With assistance offered
in the spirit of Christ’s love, farmers in Kosovo have increased their harvests, entrepreneurs in Bosnia-
Herzegovina have grown their businesses, and flood survivors in Serbia have started anew. 

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them” (1 Cor. 12:4–6). Each one of us
brings unique gifts to our service of Christ; so too the ministry of IOCC is varied in its manifestations yet unified
in purpose. That unity characterizes our ability as one Church to serve those in need, near and far, reaching
around the world in Christ’s love. As we thank God for His goodness to us, let us not forget His children near
and far facing difficulty, and let us recommit to serving those in need, to being Christ’s hands on Earth. 

During this blessed holiday season, may the LORD shine His mercy upon you and your family, and bring
peace into your homes and your hearts.  

With paternal blessing and love in Christ,

+Metropolitan NICOLAE of the Romanian Orthodox Metropolia of the Americas 
Liaison for IOCC from the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America

1559 NORTH WOODLAWN STREET WICHITA, KANSAS 67208-2429
PHONE: 316.687.3169 • FAX: 316.636.5628 • EMAIL: SECRETARIAT@ASSEMBLYOFBISHOPS.ORG

“Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.”
— Philippians 2:4


